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HMA Jon Benjamin
UK Ambassador to Mexico

As Ambassador to Mexico, his priorities are to further strengthen British-Mexican ties in 
various fields, with an emphasis on restoring bilateral trade volumes to a record level 
after the COVID-19 pandemic setback, negotiating a new bilateral Free Trade 
Agreement, and promote a very wide range of topics of mutual interest, such as: 
poverty reduction, education, rule of law and human rights, climate change, gender 
equality and renewable energy, in addition to cultural relations .

Prior to assuming his role as ambassador, Jon was director of the Diplomatic Academy in 
London, where he was responsible for the creation and implementation of an academy 
that ensures that those in the British foreign service and others working internationally 
for the government have the skills and diplomatic and linguistic knowledge they need to 
implement UK foreign policy. He served as UK Ambassador to Chile (2009-2014), High 
Commissioner to Ghana (2014-2017), as well as concurrent Ambassador to several other 
neighbouring countries in West Africa. He was also Consul General in New York, having 
represented the United Kingdom in Indonesia and Turkey. Among those overseas 
assignments, in London, he also headed the Human Rights department and was chief of 
staff for the Minister for European Affairs.

Jon Benjamin has been Her Majesty's Ambassador to Mexico since August 2021. Jon joined Her Majesty's Diplomatic Service in 1986,
and has previously represented the British government in Chile, Ghana, Turkey, Indonesia, and the United States, during his 35-year 
career.



Lord Provost Councillor Barney Crockett
Aberdeen City Council

An exceptionally experienced public servant, Cllr Barney Crockett is

currently Lord Provost of the City of Aberdeen and President of the

World Energy Cities Partnership, connecting leading energy cities on all

continents who are committed to fostering the transition to a more

sustainable energy future.

Previously serving in a wide range of high profile roles both in the

North East and nationally, including City of Aberdeen Council Leader,

President of HYer, the European Association for Hydrogen and Fuel

Cells and Electro-mobility in the European Regions, Chair of the North

Sea Commission promoting economic development of the North Sea

Region and Scottish Enterprise.

Regularly interviewed on local economic affairs by various local and

international publications including the Financial Times, Guardian, The

Economist, New York Times, Irish Times and Handelsblatt.

Television and radio appearances include the UK, Norway, Germany,

Italy, Japan and Switzerland.



Rafael Daryanani
Director, Mexssub & President of the Energy Group, BritChaM

With more than 30 years experience in the energy industry, Rafael has

specialised knowledge and understanding of Asset Life Extension in

relation to pipeline maintenance and rehab onshore and offshore, and

what it entails at a geophysical level, as well as surface installations.

With experience in Latin America (including Mexico and Venezuela),

Africa, Europe and the USA in the past 20 years, as Country Manager,

Regional Manager and MD positions, he has had the opportunity to

participate at various levels of projects including financial vetting,

operational and strategic considerations.

Past experiences include companies such as ABB, Burmah Castrol, bp

and TBWilliamson.

He has led the BritChaM Energy Group as President since the end of

2020.



Joris van Brussel
General Manager Mobility Mexico, Shell

Joris van Brussel is a Dutch national with a career in Shell spanning 19 
years across various businesses in Downstream in Retail and Lubricants 
in all types of markets and across continents in local regional and local 
leadership roles. 

A retail professional, Joris has spent 15 years in retail working in roles 
in fuels, convenience retailing, strategy, operations, pricing and 
marketing. Prior to his current role as General Manager Mobility 
Mexico, he was the Global General Manager for Shell Marine in 
Singapore, one of the largest suppliers to the maritime industry 
globally with a presence in 710 ports and 61 countries with 160 
distributors, offering lubricants, chemicals and services to 20% of the
worlds shipping fleet.

Ever since working with Shell’s license partners in the America’s in 
Guatemala, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Chile, Colombia and 
Brazil in retail and lubricants Joris has wanted to return to the region 
and is looking forward to growing Shell’s business in Mexico.



Capella Festa
Chief Operating Officer, Schlumberger

Capella Festa is the Chief Operating Officer of Genvia, a joint venture

between the CEA and Schlumberger.

Before joining Genvia in March 2021 Capella was Vice President of

Schlumberger New Energy which is responsible for Hydrogen. Capella

has held different technical, operational and management roles over a

twenty-five-year career with Schlumberger including a three-year

secondment to the International Energy Agency where she was one of

the authors of the World Energy Outlook.

Capella holds an MA in Engineering from the University of Cambridge

in the UK and a Master’s degree in Economics and Business

Management from the Institut Français du Pétrole in Paris.



Kevin Kinsella
Senior Partner Low Carbon Energy Transition, ERM

Kevin is ERM's Hydrogen lead for Northern Europe, advising Clients on Low Carbon 
Energy Transition strategy related to hydrogen solutions. He has over 30 years 
experience of energy consultancy, working on major international projects in the UK, 
Europe, United States and Middle East. He has completed risk-based evaluations of 
hydrogen project designs at concept, feasibility and FEED stage and performed detailed 
cost-benefit analysis of design changes and design optimization. Much of this work has 
involved performing risk evaluations for completely new and novel facilities, working 
with Clients to ensure successful submission through the regulatory acceptance 
process.

Kevin is the originator and Project Director of ERM's innovative Dolphyn project 
(production of bulk scale hydrogen from floating offshore wind) and represents ERM on 
several gas network projects evaluating the feasibility of using hydrogen for heat in 
industrial, commercial and domestic applications. He leads several projects on bulk 
scale hydrogen transport and has recently been involved in providing strategic advice to 
a major US energy supplier on green hydrogen production from wind and solar (power 
to gas) and hydrogen transport (refuelling depot) projects. Whilst at ERM, Kevin has 
been involved in hydrogen risk assessments for hydrogen production facilities, 
pipelines, storage facilities, hydrogen use in buildings and transport. Prior to joining 
ERM, Kevin worked as a Technical Risk consultant in AEA Technology’s Oil & Gas 
Business for 18 years, and before that, worked as a Process Risk Engineer at British Gas.



Irene Hernández 
Oil & Gas Lead Partner, PwC

Irene is the Oil & Gas Lead Partner at PwC Mexico and has over 20 years of 

professional tax experience in servicing domestic and multinational corporations 

in the Energy and Infrastructure Sectors. 

She has been working in the Industry for more than 20 years. In sectors such as 

Energy and Infrastructure, she has also provided assistance to significant an 

important clients in the sector. She has excellent relationships with key tax and 

government officials related to the Industry.

She has deep knowledge and experience concerning oil and gas, infrastructure tax 

and business issues and has been working with the hydrocarbons authorities of 

the Mexican Tax Administration in relation to important technical matters affecting 

the industry under the new laws and regulations. She has also been working 

closely with tax policy officials of the Mexican Ministry of Finance concerning 

energy tax policy issues.

Irene has the ability to anticipate her client’s needs and create relevant and 
innovative initiatives and solutions for them. She has strong network partners 
within the Mexican firm to deal with issues under an integrated and international 
approach.



Manpreet Singh
Partner, KPMG India
Climate Change, Sustainability & CSR Services Global Leader

Manpreet, a partner with KPMG India, has over 15 years of extensive experience in Asia and Africa in the fields of climate

change and sustainability

He is leading KPMG in India’s efforts in the climate change space spearheading efforts in raising awareness and providing 

solutions to a variety of players covering India’s corporate sector, government players, international Bi/multi-lateral 

organisations, etc. He is also KPMG’s Global lead on Green and Social Bonds and has assisted several organisations in 

raising sustainable finance.

Additionally he is part of the roster of experts on climate change for UNDP and has worked in many developing countries 

on their developmental agenda. He is also a key member of the Working Group to analyse the private sector role in future 

carbon markets under the Paric Agreement regime (Article 6) set up by the Ministry of Environment and Forests, 

Government of India.



Neil Brown
Managing Director, KKR

Mr. Brown is also a Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council of the United States, specializing in 
energy and foreign policy. Prior to joining KKR, Mr. Brown served for over eight years as a 
senior staff member of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee, where he concurrently 
led energy security efforts for Senator Richard G. Lugar. In that capacity, Neil led legislative 
efforts and oversight on global energy security and governance, environment, and domestic 
energy, and he worked on countering weapons of mass destruction. He has also served as a 
senior advisor at Goldwyn Global Strategies, on the U.S. Extractive Industry Transparency 
Initiative advisory committee for the U.S. Secretary of Interior, and as a senior fellow at the 
German Marshall Fund of the United States. He previously undertook refugee and 
development work while living in Nepal, Namibia, and Egypt. 

Mr. Brown currently serves on the boards of The Lugar Center, Merton College Charitable 
Corporation, Association of American Rhodes Scholars, and Columbia University Energy 
Journalism Initiative. An Iowa native, Mr. Brown is an honors graduate of Harvard University 
and received graduate MSc and MPhil degrees from Oxford University, which he attended as 
a Rhodes Scholar.

Neil R. Brown joined KKR in 2014 and is Managing Director, KKR Global Institute and KKR Infrastructure. Mr. Brown works at the 
intersection of finance and geopolitics to invest in new markets globally, analyze global trends and risk, and build strategy. Mr. Brown also 
specializes in global infrastructure and energy transition. He helped lead KKR’s first direct investments in Mexico, and has been involved 
with Sempra Infrastructure Partners (IEnova), X-Elio, Monterra Energia, and Marverde Infraestructura (Pemex Midsttream). 



Diego Folino
Head of UK Export Finance, British Embassy

Founding Partner of Tinto Capital, a private firm focused on business development, 

investment banking, advisory on capital solutions and wealth management for local and 

international clients. Currently Diego is the Regional Head of UK Export Finance for Mexico, 

Central America and the Caribbean based in Mexico City with office within the British 

Embassy in Mexico. Some of the previous positions worth mentioning from his professional 

carreer includes: Deputy CEO of Bank of China Mexico, President and CEO of Bank of New 

York Mellon México & Latam Head of Innovation, CEO of Standard Chartered Bank 

International in the US (former American Express Bank), Americas Regional Head of private 

banking for Standard Chartered, Mexico Country Head Standard Chartered Bank and several 

senior business positions at Bank of America Mexico, over his 10+ years with the bank.

Bachelor in Business Administration from Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM),

with executive program studies at the Said Business School from Oxford University.

Active member of Pro-Valle, a non-profit organization focused on the preservation of natural 

resources and proper development of Valle de Bravo in the State of Mexico.

Diego Folino is an accomplished Chief Executive level with 25+ years of experience within the International Financial Sector

(Management, Corporate and Investment banking, Wealth Management and Innovation). Well recognized in the financial market for his

results, capacity to lead transformational change, strong leadership, and excellent interpersonal skills with a broad multicultural

background.



Ana González Hernández 
Director of Sustainability, Emerson

She joined Emerson Automation Solutions just after finishing her PhD in 2018, as a Resource
Efficiency consultant within the European Operational Certainty Consulting team. Her role at
the time involved developing and commercialising her PhD research.

In November 2019, Ana took on a leadership role as Sustainability and Decarbonization
manager of Emerson’s Advanced Design Centre. In this role, she provided technical expertise
on environmental sustainability topics to support executive and management teams in the
development of Emerson’s environmental sustainability strategies and business plans. In
January of this year, Ana transitioned to work for Mike Train, Emerson’s first Chief
Sustainability Officer.

In her current position as Director of Sustainability for Emerson Corporate globally, Ana helps
lead Emerson’s Environmental Sustainability strategy, steering and coordinating initiatives
globally (from providing and reviewing the content of environmental disclosures to the
development of strategies around product lifecycle management or the environmental
sustainability training of employees) and continues to provide technical expertise to
Emerson’s Environmental Sustainability Steering Committee.

Ana graduated from her MEng degree in Mechanical Engineering from Imperial College London in 2014. Shortly after, she started her

PhD at the Engineering Department in the University of Cambridge. Her PhD, which was sponsored by Emerson, explored new ways of

measuring the resource efficiency of energy-intensive industries, from metals to petrochemicals and cement production.



Shira Paulson
Country Manager for Brazil, bp

Shira Paulson is Subsurface Country Manager for Brazil since January 2021, after becoming the interim Head of
Upstream, Brazil in July 2020. Shira has spent 18 years working for bp, primarily within exploration and most recently
as Exploration Manager for Brazil. In such role, she led a team of industry professionals in the successful access of
exploration acreage in the prolific pre-salt polygon and progressed bp’s strategy for upstream in Brazil.

Prior to this role, Shira held a variety of positions including, Global Advisor and Head of Discipline – petroleum
systems, Western Hemisphere basin analysis manager, and various technical contributor roles in Cairo, Sunbury, and
Houston as an applied geoscientist.

Shira holds a Master of Science degree in geology from the Colorado School of Mines and a Bachelor of Science degree
in geology from the University of California, Santa Barbara



Martin Jungbluth
Senior Vice President & Managing Director, Wintershall DEA

Martin holds a diploma degree in Geology from Kiel University in

Germany. He has 24 years of experience in the E&P sector, having held

significant management positions at the former DEA since 1999: as

Head of Petroleum Engineering in Egypt and Head of Reservoirs

Europe Oil.

Between 2017 and 2019 he served as Manager New Ventures in

Mexico, when the Wintershall DEA was awarded four exploration

licenses and one producing field in the context of the Mexican Energy

Reform.

Prior to his current assignment, Martin Jungbluth was Senior Vice

President for Integrated Reservoir Management in Hamburg.



David Rennie
Global Head of Energy, Scottish Development International

David Rennie has been Global Head of Energy Trade with Scottish Development 
International since February 2020, focused on helping Scottish companies to 
trade overseas in the energy sector.

Prior to that, he held a number of roles within Scottish Enterprise. For most of 
his time with SE, he was head of Oil and Gas, working with stakeholders, the 
company base and trade bodies to help the sector to grow and evolve, as well 
as representing SE in a number of groups, including the Scottish Government 
Energy Jobs Task Force from 2015 – 2017 set up to deal with the downturn in 
the Energy sector.

Priorities over recent years included developing SE’s approach to 
decommissioning and subsea, leading an ambitious programme to grow 
Scotland’s Subsea Engineering sector, with a focus on supporting the company 
base; diversification and innovation.

Until recently, David was on the boards of both Subsea UK and the Oil and Gas 
Innovation Centre (OGIC). David has been with Scottish Enterprise since 2010 
and prior to that worked as an Economist for the Scottish Government, Welsh 
Development Agency and also in the private sector.



Hector Rocha
Oil & Gas Leader, EY Latin America North

Héctor is a partner of the Energy segment at EY Latin America North, particularly focused on oil and gas.

He has 18 years of experience in the energy sector and has worked in Mexico, Asia, the Middle East, the United States 
and the North Sea.

Héctor is a Civil Engineer graduated from the University of the Americas in Puebla.

He holds a Master of Engineering from Purdue University and a Master of Business Administration (MBA) from the 
University of Chicago Booth School of Business.

Throughout his career, he has held multiple positions, starting as a Field Drilling Engineer in Southwest Asia, an 
Operational Performance Improvement Champion in Asia and the Middle East, General Manager of operations for 
distribution projects in Japan, Director of Research and Development of telemetry tools at a global level and 
Management Consultant to industry executives.


